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exiles readily received converts, making them, and also
their own descendants by the hill women, Kshatriyas.
From these two sources spring the Khas, originally the
name of a small clan of creedless barbarians, now the
proud title of the Kshatriya order of the kingdom of
Nepal, who also bear the family names of the Brahman-
ical orders. And, strange to say, the Brahmans there
who officiate in temples and at festivals not only eat
goats and sheep, but also fowls, and rear pigs for their
own tables. Both the strict Brahmans and the so-called
Kshatriyas drink water that is brought by the Kachar
Bhutiyas, men who kill cows and eat beef without
scruple; yet in some other respects caste is most rigor-
ously observed. In the matter of marriage and adultery
the strictest rules prevail. A Brahman, if a soldier, and
the Kshatriyas are bound in honour, if their wife prove
unfaithful, themselves to slay the offender and cut off
the wife's nose and drive her from their home.

The history of the conversion of the Manipuris to
Hinduism is interesting, and shows how the propagation
of the faith is carried on. About a hundred years ago
Ghorit Nawaj, the founder of the family of the present
Raja, was converted to Hinduism by a wandering San-
yasi, who then declared that the Manipuris were all
Hindus, but had forgotten their privileges and duties.
He ordered the people to bathe and make expiation for
their long neglect, and then "declared them to be Hindus
of the Kshatriya caste. A similar story is told of the
Hindus of Cachar.